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... most of what is in our consciousness is "false
consciousness” and it is essentially society that fills us
with these fictitious and unreal notions. But the effect
of society is not only to funnel (byn> ,01rN>) fictions
into our consciousness, [it is] also to prevent awareness
of reality.”(p.o8)

“transcend the limits of ...society and ...become a
citizen of the world, a cosmopolitan”
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“How could such [Western] understanding [of Zen] be
possible, were it not for the fact that “Buddha nature is
in all of us,” that man and existence, are universal
categories, and that the immediate grasp of reality,
waking up, and enlightenment, are universal
experiences.”
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Thomas P. Kasulis

Transcending Language (Relatively) * &n Action

Zen Person

1. Direct experience
e primordial experience (given)
e conceptual experience

2. Experience is always culturally
constructed
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A. Language in Perception
and Understanding

. primordi%ven

e Self = culture, society,
language
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B. Language in Zen Community

KON‘I 15 To
cz\,fmmo Tie  MNE 15 roW
e Language-games (Ludwig SO O e At

Wittgenstein) WORKSS

Understanding—even Zen understanding
—is a social and linguistic practice into
which participants must be initiated.
This is true even of Zen's most radical
conventions—the critique and disruption
of conventions, a skill acquired only at
the most advanced stages of Zen training.
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B. Language in Zen Community

Understanding—even Zen understanding—is a social and
linguistic practice into which participants must be initiated.
This is true even of Zen's most radical conventions—the
critique and disruption of conventions, a skill acquired only
at the most advanced stages of Zen training.
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B. Language in Zen Community

Language, after all, is the repository of the kinds of meaning and
relation that make a culture what it is. In it... one can find the terms
by which the natural world is classified and represented, those by
which the social universe is constituted, and those terms of motive
and value by which action is directed and judged. In a sense we
literally are the language that we speak, for the particular culture that
makes us a "we"—that defines and connects us, that differentiates us

from others—is enacted and embedded in our language.

James Boyd White, When Words Lose Their Meaning: Constitutions and Reconstitutions of Language, Character, and
Community (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1984) p. 20.
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C. Language in Zen Rhetoric

R

exclusive rhetoric (Language-game) / a

"dialogical encounter”

turning word(s) —iEEE

“otherness” or "discontinuity"

"talkiMout” vs “direct pointing”
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D. Language in Meditation and Silence

“special transmission outside scriptures
[which] did not stand upon words and letters.
direct pointing to the mind

seeing nature and becoming a Buddha”
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D. Language in Meditation and Silence

Manjusri then asked Vimalakirti, “We have each made our
own explanations. Sir, you should explain how the bodhisattva
enters the Dharma gate of nonduality.”

At this point Vimalakirti was silent, saying nothing.

Manjusri exclaimed, “Excellent, excellent! Not to even have
words or speech is the true entrance into the Dharma gate of
nonduality.”
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D. Language in Meditation and Silence

First, language is involved in the linguistic stage-setting
and shaping of enlightened experience, and, second, that
the effects of enlightenment are most clearly manifest in
their linguistic form. Not only is language present in the
enactment of the Zen master's enlightened bearing, it
also plays a fundamental role in the origins and
development of the monastic world that made a uniquely
"Zen" experience of "awakening" possible.
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Conclusion: Language in Enlightenment
Awakening to language rather than awakening from language

re-orientation of language




