
" fIFTH MEDITATION 

Th~ /lsunC/l of material thingl, and the existence of God 
considered Q second time 

Th~,e are ma~y malt.n wh ich rema in 10 be inv .. ri8"'cd concernin& 1M 
anribu.es 0/ God and 'M nalur. 0/ myself, or my mind; and p<'rhaps I 
shall •• kc these up al ano,h.r I;IM. SUI now that I have.etn what 10 do 
and whll co 'void in order 10 reach ,h. truth, ,h. most pressing task 
.. em. 10 be to Iry to oseapt' from .h. doubu into which I f.1I a few days 
'&0, and IOU whe,h.r any urta;nty can be .,hiev..! ~8"rding malm.l 
objcCl •. 

But befo •• I jnqu;~ whether any sum things .~il1 O\loilk me, I must 
con.i.k •• he iM" 0/ .h .... ,lIingo, in .." fa, as .hey u ;S! in my ,housh', 
and >« which 0/ them arc d istinct, and which confuKd. 

Quamity, /0' exampk, or 'cominuou' quantity as the pbilOKlphcr. 
rommonly call ;t, is !.Omt"lhing [ dil1irlCtly imagir.r. That is, I dif1inctiy 
imagi~ 1M eX'ellSion of the quantity (0 ' .atht. of tM .hing which is 
quanti~ed) in length, b.udth and depth. I al50 e1!umuatf vuious pam 
of 1M thing, and '0 .hat partl I aflign various .iz<f. oha~ .. pooi!ion. 
and local lIlO'Iionl; and .0 .he mo.ionl I ulign variou. du.a.ion •. 

NOl only a.e all these things very well known and tunsparenl .0 me 
when rtprdtd in this geberal way, but in acldition thmo are CO\U1t1as 
particular fCIlIU<f regarding lhapcs, number, motion and 50 on, which i 
pcruivc when I give !:hem my attention. And the truth of t:hcst !tUm .. is 

64 so o~n and 50 much in harmony wilh my nt!u.e, thaI on ~m 
diKOvt.ing thtm it .... m.that l am nol5O much In.ning SOfMlhing_ 
a. n.membering .... hl! I knew befo.t; Or il .... mllike noticing fw the ~m 
time thinp which were long prCKn ..... i.hin me although thad Mvcr 
fumed my memal gllle on them before. 

Bu. I think .he II>05t important consideration at .hi, point is that i find 
.... i,hin me rountins ideas of things which "en though they may not n il! 
any .... Mre OII .. ide mt "ill ca nnOf be coiled nothing; for although in a 
KnK they can be thought of at .... ill, they are not my invemion but have 
Ihei. o .... n true and immutable natU'<f. When, /0' eumple, t imagine a 
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lrianlk, even if perhps no ,Ud! fiJl're exiSTs, or has nrr ,""i.~. 
an)"l>'Mu OUlSidt my Ihoughl. Ihere is still. dc1.nnin.l. natuu. or 
eamer, or form of Ih. uiangl. whi~h n immu .. bl •• nd .t.rnal, an.! no! 
inven!w by m<: or .!epe:ndml on my min.!. Thn is clear from tM fact Ihal 
variou. properritl can be w,rnQnSlralw of the Triangl •• for exampl. thaI 
ilS Ih~ angl" tqual Iwo risht angln, that il> grea"O! sid. sub"n.!. ilS 
IU.1n1 angle, and tM like; .nd li"'e Ihtle prope:rti" are onn whieh [ 
now clearly recognize whether [ waOllo 01 nOl' ...... n if J ...... r thousht of 
lhem al all when J puv;ouI[y imaginwlh. tri.ng[., il fo[lows thallhey 
cannol have been inven".! by m •. 

lt would be bnid.Th. point for me to oay That since I h.v. from lime 10 
tim<: ...,n bodi .. of lriangu[ar shape:, Ihe id.a of 1M lriangle may have 
come ro .... from .... ttrna[ things by mean. of the sense organ •. For I can 
Ihink up round«s OI'h., Ihap" which th ... can be no suspicion of my 
ever having .ncount.R1f Ihroush the sen,". and yt1 1 can demon",al' 'S 
various prope:rti« of Ih .... hpc:s. ju" as [ can with the triangle. All these 
properties are ernainly true, Ii"". I am clearly awan: of IMm, and 
lI.erdon: they an: SOlM'lning. and not me .. ly nothin,; for il i. obvious 
Ihal what.ver il true il somelhing; and I have aln:I.!y Imply d.mon· 
man:.! Ihaleverylhing of which I am d.arly aware is Irue. And even i/ I 
ha.! not demonmaled this. Ihe nature of my mind is such Ihlt I cannol 
bUI a.sent 10 Ihese Ihings, 11 lUll SO long as I ckarly pe:n:eivethem. 1 also 
r.member Ihat ..... n be/on:, when I was rompler.ly pr(OCCUpied with th. 
objects 0/ lhe senSCI, [alw.ys held lhallh. mosl anain lfUlhsof all ... ~n: 
the kind whid! I recosniznl clearly in ronneaion with shIpes, Or 
numbers 01 other item. n:lating to ariThlM'li. or geomrlry, Or in ,encnl 
10 pun: and abstract mathematia. 

Bul i/ Ihe men: fact Ihal I can produa from my thousht Ihe idea 0/ 
som.,hing entails Ihat .verylhing which I dearly and distinctly perceive 
10 belong to Ihlt thing .. ally.!on belonltO il. il not this a poslible bali. 
for anoth. r argument 10 prove Ih. uist.rt« of God? Unainly. 1M idel 
o/God, Or a l upn:mely pet/m being. il on~ w~ich I fin.! wilhin mt i"" a. 
w,.ly as th. idea of any shape: 0. number. An'! my un'!emandinllhll it 
belong • • o hi. na.un: that he alway. ni,,,t il no k<1 dur and '!il1inct 
than illhe case when I prove of .ny ,hape: or number Ih~1 OOme property 
belonl' 10;11 nllUre. Hen«. even if il lurned oul Ihal not ev.rylhinl on 
wbich I bave meditated in Ihese pan da}'1 i, true. [oughl slill 10 ..... r.! 
1M e"i'le"", of God u hiving al I •• " 1M ume Itvel of errtainry as [ 66 
ha ... hilMrtO att ributed to Ih. truth. of malMmaria.' 

AI first sisht, tt.o ..... v.r. Ihi. is not Iranspar.ndy cleor, bUI hal $0 .... 

, •... ",... omIoI , ..d <1<"",1 .. ;U<o\tt Mbp.o 1m ..... ". If ,""", ........ 1· 
• '. _ ... hod! , .... ,," only fiprn.nd "~mb<n' 1..kI<d;" f _ ... ;,,,). 

'I' ate 
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appearance 01 bt-ing a sophism. Sinct' I have bt-en a«uslomcd fa 

distinguish b.trween e~iS1ttle<: and nS(nct in eYtlYlhing fl~. J find i1 nsy 
10 p"rsua<k my ... lf rhal CJli.ltllCC can also be. s.<parared from 1M essence 
a/God, and hellCo that God can be thought o f as 001 exini"g. Bur WM" I 
alnunl .. !. more "".fully. it ;s quite evidem thaI cxis'e",.., ClIn no mo •• 
be. ... paraled from Ih. esSoona: of God tho" lh. fact that its three angles 
equal fWD right angles can be. separated from Ih. nsmC\' 0/ a triangle, or 
than ,h. idea of a mountain can be """,.art'll from 1M idta 0/ a ... alley. 
Hence it i. jUIi II much 0/ a contradiction 10 think 0/ God (m al i ... 
supremely perfcct being) lac king OKistc""" lthat i., lack ing a perfection), 
as ;1 is 10 think 0/. moumain without a valley. 
Ho~v.r, ("<en gr.n/Wlh.,. canool1hink of God ex«pl as exi>!in" 

just as [cannOf think 0/ a moumain without a valley. it «"ainly docs nol 
follow from .he lact .h .. I .hink 01 a moun.ain wilh a v.lley rhllhere is 
.ny mount.in in rk world; and similarly, it docs 110' s«m to follow from 
th( 1'0 thar I think of God as existing that he docs eX;SI. for my thought 
Jon not im]>O$t' any n<"«5si.y on things; an<l JUSt 0$ I may imagine • 
winged horse (ven lhough no ho'K has winp, so I may bt abk 10 anaeh 
exillen« .0 God evtn .hough no God nisu. 

But .h •• t is. sophism con«.led htrt. From th. fact th.t [anno •• hink 
of. mount.in w;.hou, ••• lIey. il do .. no< lollow ,hal, mountain and 

'7 valky exist anywhe.e, bu. simply ,hat a mountain and a valley, whtthe. 
th.y oxist o . no, •• ~ mutually inKparabk. 8m f.om .h. lao ,hat I 
canno, think of God U,~t as niSling, i. foUows .hat ex;sttu« is 
i~arabl. from God, and hen« tha, h. ~ally txists. h is not that my 
.hought mak .. it so. or imposes any necnsity on any th ing; on the 
cont •• I')'. il ;1 th. n« ... ily of ,h. thing itKI/. n"mdy the existen« of 
God ..... hich de.ermin .. my thinking in .h;, ttspeo. For [am nOl fr~'o 
think of God .... ithout nimn« (Ih.t il ••• uprtmtly perl«! being 
without a sup.tme perf..aion) ao I .m 1= fO imagi ... a hone with Or 
without .... ;ngs. 

And ;t must not bt obj«l.d al thi, point that whik it il indtcd 
... cessal'}' for me to sup]>O$t' God nim. onee I have made the IUpp<»itiOll 
tho, he hn all perf..aiolll (s;n« ex;stenc. ;1 OM 01 the perf«tions), 
... venhelns th. o.iginal supposi tion was nOl ... ensal'}'. Similarly, tM 
obj«tion would .un, il is 110, ... cessary for mt ,0 think th., all 
"u.d.il"ttrals can bt inscribtd in a cirde; but given this supposition. it 
will bt lI«t5sary for m. to adm; •• h,u • rhombUI an be inscr;bt<i in a 
circlf, _ which is pa.cntly biK. No .... admittedly, it is no. 11« .. 101'}' .hl I 
eVtr light upon any thought 01 God; but .... h ..... ""r I do choose to think 01 
th. fim and supreme: being. and bring forth th. idea of God from th. 
treasure house of my mind as i • ...... t. i. ;s ... ensol'}' .ha. I alltibut. all 
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perfccrions to him, ~ven if] do no! at that tim~ ('IIUlMrate Ihem or .lUnd 
to tMm individually. And Ihis necenity plainly su,r.nlee5 dill, who... I 
laler realize th.t ... iJlcnu is. pel/cction, ] .m correct in infcrrins doat 
tM lirll and luprelM heins ... islS. ln the ""1M way, it il nor ncccuaty for 
1M ever 10 imasine a triangk: bUI wbcncver ] do wish to wruidc:. a 
rectilinear Ii",.e havins juS! three angles, it is nccu""ry th .. I utriblll( 10 
it tM propntin whic:h license tM inlum~ that ilS Ihrtt an&ies eqWlI no " 
more than two right anglrs, even if] do nor norice Ihis at tM rime. By 
contrast, wh('ll] examine whll 6gurcs an be inscribed in a circle, it B in 
no way ncccruty for ..... to Ihink Ih .. this dass includes all quadrilater-
.Is. Inden!, ] cann," t'Ietl imagine mis, so long as J am willins to admit 
only what I clearly and distinctly understand. So tMU is I greal 
difftrm« between Ihis kind of fal", supposition and t:hc true ideas wru.:h 
arc innate in 1M, of whim the first and mOlt important is the idea of God. 
Then: arc many ways in whim ] undf:rstand thaI Ih il idf:a is nor 
oomcthins fictiliou. whim is dependent on my lloou&hl, but is an imase 
of. true and immutable nature. First 01 all, Ihere ilthe fact Ih.t, .pan 
from God, mere is nothins else of which I am capable of IbinkinS NCb 
thaI exislm« belonp' 10 its tH(1Iu. Second, I cannor un.xrltand how 
tMre ro\Ild he two or more GodJ of this kind: and a,"t supposins that 
...... God exists, I plainly s« Iba. it is nccesury th.t he has ui.U<! from 
mmity and will .bi.x for eternity. And finally, I petttin many other 
attributes of God, none of which I an remove or Iher. 

Bul whalcwr 1M!hod of proof I use, I am always brought ban to the 
bct that il i. only what] clurly and distinctly peruive thl! completely 
f;OIIVin«S mc. Some of In. Ihinp I clearly and disrinc:dy perceive al1: 
obvious to entyooe, while ,"hers are diKOyued only by ,bOK who look 
IfMKC dO$~y and inv"lisat~ more tal1:fully; but once they han been 
discovered, the laner arc judsed 10 be just as ~rt.in "Ihe fOflMr. ln the 
c:ase of a riskl·ansted triangle, for uamp]e, lhe flct thll the oquare on 6, 
lbe hypocenuse is ~u.1 to the oquarc on the other two lides i. not 10 

readily appU('II1 as the fact thlt lhe hypot .... IIK IUbtendS 1M I .. SCSI 
.nsJe; btll on« OM has Iftn iI, one bel~vn it JUM as stmnsly. BUI as 
rqaro. God, if I Wc", nor overwhelmed by pr«nnai~td apmions,.nd if 
tM ima~1 of mi"" pcrc:ti .. td by ,he senses did nor bnieF my """'sht 
on enry side:, I would a:nainly IlCk_led~ him sooncr.nd mol1: easily 
man an"hins dK. for whIt is more self<Yide:nt Iban lhe fact that t:hc 
suprelM heins CXiMS, or that God, to whose esH"l!« .Ione uisltn« 
btIonp,' exim? 

, ' . .. "."....rily b&l .. ",·lfrmd. .. ";""1. 
I ' . . • do ........ 01 .'-" .Ione _'1' and .-...1 <>I:M' .... is , .. , ...... .r IF""",, 

", . 'I. 
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Although it nttdM dow .nent;on lor me !O pc=;v~ Ihi., I am now 

ius. n "n,in of it as I am o f ",·c.Ylhing .I ... which appears m<>5! «n.in. 
And whO! i. more, I K'< ,h.1 the «M.inly of.1I OIh" things Ikpcr>d. on 
this, SO .hal without i, nothing can rver be ptrimly known. 

Admittedly my n.lur. i. such th.t!iO lonl'" J pc.ceiv. something v.ry 
ckarly and di,.innly I c.nn01 but believe it [0 bc ,=. Bur m)' n .. ur. i, 
.Iso such ,h.l I cannot ~K my tntnt.) vision continually on the urn. 
Ihinl. so '$ 10 k..,p pc.«iving it dea rly ; and often 1be ..... mory of '" 
previously m.do: iudgemen. may come b.ck. when 1 am no long •• 
• flending 10 the •• gumtfllS which led me 10 m.ke il. And SO other 
"gum...,,, con now OCCur to "'" wh ich might cuily undermine my 
opinion, if [w.~ unaware of God; and J should thus nr.'(r have true and 
""n. in knowledge .bolll anything, but only .hifring and changeable opin­
ions. For example, when I consider the nature of a triangle, it appean 
mosl evidenl to me:, llcepe<! u I am in Ihe principles o f geometry, that its 
three angles are equal to tWO right angles; and $0 long as I attend to the 

70 proof, l canno< bUI bdieve .hi, to be (fU'. Boo a .. oon a, 1 .um my mind's 
eye away from the proof, .hen in spile of IIill remembering that [ pe" 
ceived it vcry cka rly, 1 can easily fall in to doub. abom il' .ruth, if I am un­
awa..., of God. For I can convin.., my,..lf thaI 1 hav. a na.ural di.poo;lion 
to go wrong from tim. to lime: in maners which l lhink [pe""'i~c u e.i­
dently as can be. This "'ill ,...,m even more likely when I ...,member Ihat 
there have been frequent cases where J have regarded things as lrue and 
tertain, but have later been I"" by other argume:nlJ 10 judge Ihem 10 be 
bl,... 

Now, however, [ha •• ptr.cived lha, God exin .. and allM ume ,ime I 
have unders,ood ,ha! everything ,I ... dopcnds on him, and thaI he i. no 
do..,iv .. ;.M [h •• , drawn ,hc conclusion ,hat everything "'hich I clearly 
and disrinctly ptr..,ive i. 01 n"ce".ily (fue . Accordingly, even if lam no 
longer mending to the arguments which led me to judge that Ihis i. true, 
II long as I remember that I dearly and dil1inclly ptrmved il. Ihere are 
no counrcr ·atgum.ntS which can N addu«d to mah me: doubl iI, but 
on th •• ontrary I ha •• true and tenain knowledge o f il. And I have 
knowlnigr nol juST of ,h i. maller, but of all malic .. ",hich I remember 
c' .. cr having demon."atni, in gromrtry and so on. For whal ob)ection. 
can now N rai.w?' Tha •• hc way I am mado makes me prone '0 frequent 
e"or? BUI [now know Ihal I am incapable of e"Of in Ih .... cases where 
my undorstanding i.tr.nlpa remly clcar. Or con;t be obj~tcd that I have 
in the past regarded as "ue and certain many things which I ah.rward. 
,~ogni.ed to be rol .. ? But nonc of th ... we .. things which I ckarly and 

, .... __ .. ' Ifrrn<h ><, .. onl . 
• •... ro obi", mr'" <.11 til<>< m."," '",0 doub<' I.dd«! ,n Frmch V<IIion ). 
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distin<:dy pno;cived: I was i"",rant of Ihis rule for <:flablishinl the truth, 
and Mlicved lhese Ihinp for OIM. ~asons which I lalCr discovered 10 M 
leu reliabl~. So what ill~ft 10 say? Can on~ ",ise Ih. obi«tion I pUI 10 
myRl' a while '1<>, Ihll ] may M dreamin" or Ihll overythillJ which ] 
am now thinkinl has •• linle lrulh as whal c:omcs 10 the mind of one wbo 
is asleep? Yet even this docs nol chan .. any!hinl- For even thouJh 1 ,I 
miJht M dreaminl' if there is ,nythinl which is ovi<knt to my imdl«!, 
IMn il;s wholly lrue. 

Thwlsu plainly Ihat Ihe <:enainty and lrulh of all knowled .. depend. 
wtiquelyon my awareness of the lru. God., 10 sudl an alml dllll] """ in­
capabl. of IXrfea knowled ... boullnytbinl elK until] becalm aWlTe of 
him. And noW;1 il possibl. for 1m 10 achien full and cen';n knowled .. 
of WIIndcq m'"en, both concerninl God himself and other things 
whox narure il inlCUCClu,., and .Iso conccrnins Ihe wbole of Ihll corpo­
real naru.rc whid! is the sub~·matlCr of pure .... thcmatiQ.' 

t ' , .. ..... oJoooon«rninatlhnp...t.idl bdonl "' .. , ...... 1 ..... «;" 10 Ia, •• it .. n ...... 
.. .... ~ of ,.., . .. ,riaI &"""' .... rion ... hido h ... "" ii' wj,h .. hcchtr tto.o, 
oIoojo<t .. ion' If.....:!o 1'<"I"1ioftJ. 

• 


