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Lecture 1

“The information of the sense itself | sift
and examine in many ways. For certain
it is that the senses deceive.”

[From The Plan of the Great Instauration]

httpsl://michaelbach.de/ot/sze-muelue/

Sarcone’s Dynamic Mdller-Lyer Illusion
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Ghecker-shadow llusion
The squares marked A and B
are the same shade of gray.

Edward H. Adslson T
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Checker-shadaw lliusion:
The squares marked A and B
are the same shade of gray.

ncredible Shade lllusion!
https://www.youtubg.com/

Edward H. Adelson T watch?v=z9Sen1HTSe = |
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Fig. 2
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Where do they cross?
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Lecture 1

There are twelve black dots at the

intersections in this image. Your brain
won't let you see them all at once.

There are twelve black dots at the
intersections in this image. Your brain
won't let you see them all at once.
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All of these plates are
flipped upside down
; f |
318 ,
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e () A AN
Except one. Once you see that
one, they'll all be right side up
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HOW CAN THIS BE TRUE ?

Yanny/Laurel

Brainstorm/Green Needle

III-’II:.

“The minds of men are strangely possessed
and beset, so that there is no true and even
surface left to reflect the genuine rays of
things.” [From The Plan of the Great Instauration]
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Yanny/Laurel:

"Brainstorm" or "Green Needle“?
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“The idols and false notions which are now in
possession of the human understanding,
and have taken deep root therein, not only so
beset men's minds that truth can hardly find
entrance, but even after entrance obtained,
they will again in the very instauration of the
sciences meet and trouble us, unless men
being forewarned of the danger fortify
themselves as far as may be against their
assaults.” (The New Organon, xxxviii)

65

10



Lecture 1

“The human understanding when it has once adopted an
opinion (either as being the received opinion or as being
agreeable to itself) draws all things else to support
and agree with it ... And such is the way of all
superstition, whether in astrology, dreams, omens,
divine judgments, or the like.” (xlvi)
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Confirmation Bias: It”s'Hard to See

Simon Singh: a demonstration in framing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dabW1EigKBM

“The human understanding is no dry light, but
receives an infusion from the will and affections
... For what a man had rather were true he
more readily believes.” (xlix)

o~
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René Descartes.

“The human understanding is moved by those
things most which strike and enter the mind
simultaneously and suddenly, and so fill the

imagination.” (xlvii)

...NA'NIN TNS NNIY? No'vn TNO

“Good sense [i.e. reason] is

the most evenly shared thing

in the world; for everyone
thinks he has such a good
supply of it that he doesn’t
want more, even if he is
extremely hard to please
about other things. Since it's
not likely that everyone is
mistaken about this, this is
evidence that the power of
judging well and of telling
the true from the false —

which is what we properly call

‘good sense’ or ‘reason’'—is
naturally equal in all
men...".
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Lecture 1

“...[But] it is not enough to DY P T 'R D [D7IN].
have a good mind; rather N8 210 5w NN DR

the main thing is to apply it 12 AWYW NN PN
well. The greatest minds, AN ST 121 win'

as they are capable of the A 179nY o
greatest virtues, are open V7N DX AT79N7 DY
likewise to the greatest "0¥n7 DN D"IWY DAl
vices; and those who go 0'270RA1;NAI0 NITNA
forward only very slowly IT'NN' DX ,00X7 T'AN
121 ;MY T 72T

can progress much
further, provided that [n AN n2D P'anY
they always keep to the "n]nn D'VION D'¥IN
right path, than those
who run and wander off
it”
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